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1st  Black  Queen  Chosen 


by  TKtt  TilOMA.S 


Ricks  Steps  In  As  Director 


On  Oelober  14.  1972,  Linda  Brown, 
a  sophomort-  nursing  major,  became 
Norlhcaslcrn's  first  Black 
1  lomctnming  Queen. 

AHer  ihc  count  was  over  Linda  hail 
received  enough  votes  to  win; 
beating  out  four  other  contenders. 

For  Linda  it  was  a  victory  that  was 
two  years  in  the  making— she  ran 
unsuccessfully  for  homecoming 
queen  lasl  year.  For  Nnrlhcaslern 
University,  it  was  [he  first  time  a 
Itluek  grri  hud  been  selected  as  the 
school's  homecoming  i|ueOM. 

I.inii;)  w;is  horn  and  raised  m  the 
Dfircheslcr  section  of  Kaslon  She 
>|X'ril  her  finil  Ihree  yeiirs  of  high 
schiml  ;i1  S:iinl  Auguslames.  where 
she  scori-d  anoDier  first,  by  becoming 
llie  first  black  president  of  her  junior 
cIhss. 

Linda  Iraiisferred  from  Smnl 
Augiisliiincj.  Idler  her  junior  year 
-mil  liiiishcif  her  last  year  at 
DmclK  Sler  High  SchiHit. 

I.indii.  wliii  is  ^llo^l,  very  pretty. 
;in[|  we;ir>.  her  hair  in  an  altriiclive 
"em  nrow."  broke  inio  a  liriKnl  smile 
when  she  was  askeil  how  she  fell 
after  hr  r  victory, 

"I  jiisl  couldti'I  believe  it,"  she 
said,  "it  was  loogmHl  to  he  (rue  "  On 
the  day  the  hoinecuniing  ijueen  was 
1u  be  seleded.  Lmrla  had  some 
RCVeir  ilimbls  abiiul  her  chiincivs  of 
uuiniiig.  Iiowever 

'■|  wanted  to  leave.  1  didn'l  want  to 
go  through  with  il,"  she  said  Hul 
Linda  didri'l  leave,  and  il  pjiyiHl^off 
Linila  crediU  her  v(cl<ir>  to  Ihrcc 
sources,  she  knmvs  more  iM-ople  liiis 
year  llmo  lasi  year  when  she  fmiKhed 
in  the  hnals.  the  while  votes  thai  she 
Willi,  iitid  the  Black  sludenis  who 
vnlifl  lor  her  Linda  iH-licves  thai  Ihc 
Black  vole  was  Ihe  most  significant 
"A  of  vtlef'  wCR'  vhile  votes," 
Linda  said,  "some  while  iiuniing 
studi'iils  even  passed  out  leaflets  for 
me.  bul  il  was  the  Black  students  lhal 
gol  mr  lolo  office  " 

Linda  continued  by  saying,  "After 
my  vietiiry  1  fell  a  sense  of  warmth 
with  my  sisters  and  brothers  Black 
students  will  never  feel  the  same  way 
ahoul  another  homecoming  queen  as 
they  (e<'l  about  ine  " 

Liiiila  hoped  that  her  victory  would 
place  hfi  in  the  position  o[  mediator 
lir-iwivn  the  university  and  the  Black 
students 

My  ri'uson  (or  running  was  to  be  a 
mediator  between  Ihe  universily  and 
the  Black  si udeiils- because  Black 
sludenis  receive  no  communication 
at  all  from  Ihe  universily.  "  she  said. 

Linila  believes  that  Black  students 
should  get  more  involved  in  the 
uiiives)l\  because  Ihe  university  has 
some  aelivities  lhal  can  be  used  by 
Black  sludenis 


"Black  students  .should  get 
involved  in  the  Ell  Center  as  well  as 
the  Afro-Institute,"  she  remarked. 

Linda's  mission,  however,  has  ran 
into  an  obstacle;  the  univn^ity  has 
not  responded  at  all  lo  her. 

According  to  Linda,  she  received 
only  one  congratulations  from  the 
universily— a  latter  sent  to  her  from 
Dean  Lee  Ann  Bennett,  who  is  Dean 
of  Women. 

Although  previous  homecoming 
queens  have  had  an  official  party  to 
celebrate  their  victories,  Linda,  as  of 
yet,  has  not  had  one. 

"All  other  homecoming  queens 
have  hud  parties,  and  I  feel  that  a 
party  is  owed  lo  me  by  the  universi- 
ty." she  said 

What  is  most  disturbing  for  Linda, 
however,  is  the  lack  of  communica- 
tions between  her.  the  Student 
Activities  Dlfice,  and  Ihe  Muskev  Key 
Club 

"I'm  suppose  to  be  receplionist  for 
the  universily  biii  I've  heard  nothing 
from  Student  Activities  and  Huskcy 
Key  Club."  Linda  said. 

Claire  Murray,  secretary  to  Dean 
Swhacki,  who  is  Dean  of  Student 
Aetivilies,  said  she  didn'l  know  that 
the  Student  Activities  Office  was 
suppo.sc  to  be  m  touch  with  the 
Homecoming  Queen.  "I  didn'l  know 
thai."  Miss  Murray  said 

Roberta  Fiore,  who  is  secretary  of 
Ihe  lltiskcy  Key  Club  said  that 
Homecoming  Queen  should  be 
involved  in  different  activities. 

'  'The  Homecoming  Queen  is 
suppose  logo  to  different  activities  lo 
repre.sent  the  .'sehool  and  project 
school  spirit,"  Miss  Fiore  said. 

Wlien  asked  about  the  lack  of 
communications  between  the  Huskey 
Key  Club  ar.^  .he  Homecoming 
Quo".-n.  Miss  Fiore  said.  "We  don't 
usually  contact  the  Homecoming 
Queen  until  something  big  comes 
up.' 


Linda  Brown 


Imani  Choir  Seeks  Support 


by  ILEKN  DOTSON 


The  Imam  Choir,  the  Black  choir  of 
Northeastern,  rehearses  every 
Tuesday  from  G:30  to  9  p.m.  in  room 
35.  Dockser  Hall 

Ust  spring.  Ihe  choir,  under  Ihe 
direction  of  vocalist-musician 
Jewelle  Anderson,  performed  in 
Boston's  Black  EXPO  and  made  its 
television  debul  on  "Say  Brother  " 
WGBH-TV.  Segments  will  be  aired 
tentatively  the  week  before  Thanks- 
giving 

The  choir  also  appeared  in  a 
production  of  James  Weldon 
Johnson's  "God's  Trombones"  at  the 
New  Life  U.P  Church  in  Roxbury 
and  performed  at  Middlesex  Acade- 
my in  Concord  in  a  program 
featuring  young  Black  talent 

It  was  Ihe  Imani  Choir  who  was 
aske.1  to  sing  at  ceremonies  in 
Roxbury  last  year  honoring  Black 
civil  rights  leader  Fannie  Lou 
Hamer. 

Last  year,  the  Imani  group  did 
more  than  just  sing.  They  donated 
money  to  Fannie  Lou  Hamer's 
campaign  for  adequate  housing  for 


pool  Black  people  in  Huleville.  Miss 
"These  are  the  kinds  of  things  we 
like  to  mix  with  our  singing."  one 
choir  member  said.  "But  we  need 
people  " 

When  the  choir  began,  all  wc  had 
was  faith  and  self-determination," 
said  Gertrude  McCormick.  president 
of  the  choir  Thus,  the  choir  got  its 
name,  IMANI.  which  means  "failh" 
in  Swahili. 

Future  plans  for  the  choir  this 
quarter  include  a  television 
appearance  on  'Catch  44.  "  a  radio 
broadcast,  and  several  appearances 
in  musical  programs  throughout  the 
Boston  area. 

The  choir  also  plans  to  sponsor 
several  musical  programs  here  at 
Northeastern. 

But.  faith  alone  will  not  make  the 
dreams  of  the  Imani  Choir  for  this 
year  come  true. 

All  black  voices  are  invited  to 
attend  Tuesday  rehearsals  to  "check 
out"  the  Imani  Choir  Tenors  and 
basses  are  urged  to  attend. 

With  faith,  determinati-ion,  and 
YOU.  the  Imani  Choir  can  succeed. 


Dean  Gregory  Ricks,  newly 
appointed  director  of  Northeastern 
University's  Afro- American  Insti- 
tute, intends  to  instill  a  sense  of 
solidarity  and  unity  within  the  Black 
students  while  attending  North- 
eastern through  his  proposed 
program  of  "academic  excellence." 

Using  the  Institute  as  a  catalyst 
and  a  vehicle.  Dean  Ricks'  program 
wilt  revolve  around  the  concept  of 
"making  the  student  accountable  to 
himself"  As  the  Dean  pointed  out, 
".lusl  passing  isn't  good  enough 
anymore,"  it  also  involves  Ihe 
contributions  lhal  one  makes  to  his 
community— whether  it  be  campus 
or  urban— that  aids  in  the  perfeclive- 
ness  of  that  total  black  experience. 
There  first,  however,  must  be  that 
academic  motivation,  n^>^  jusi  in  the 
classroom,  hut  from  working  in 
kinship  Willi  the  brothers  and  sisters 
in  a  conducive  and  familiar 
atmosphere  lhal  is  in  accordance 
with  our  cultural  heritage 

Bight  now  Ihe  Afro  staff  is  doing 
research  on  all  the  Black  students 
on  campus  to  see  what  academic 
standing  thej  are  in  Three  full  lime 
guidance  counselors  will  then 
communicate  with  those  students 
who  are  in  academic  trouble  in  the 
form  of  a  request  letter  asking  them 
to  come  to  the  Institute  and  discuss 
the  problem  If  the  problem  is  an 
academic  one  then  the  sludent  will  be 
urged  lo  use  Afro's  tutorial  service; 
it  tlie  problem  is  of  a  sociological 
nature,  then  the  sludent  will  be 
directed  lo  the  proper  source  if  the 
counselor  feels  this  is  necessary. 

Through  past  experience  Dean 
Ricks  has  found  that  many  students, 
tor  any  number  of  reasons,  do  nol 
seek  out  the  help  of  the  services  lhal 
are  available,  so  this  time  the 
services— thai  is  Afro— will  go  to  the 
student.  In  contrast  to  helping  out 
students  who  are  doing  poorly,  Ihe 
Black  Studies  Department  is  forming 
a  Black  Honors  program  for  those 
students  who  are  continually 
maintaining  high  grades. 

Another  phase  of  Afro's  program  is 
the  institution  of  a  co-op  grill.  This 
will  be  a  small  business  venture 
operated  by  Black  business  students. 
Now  in  its  organizational  stages 
under  the  guidance  of  Bradford 
Haywood,  an  instructor  in  the 
business  dcparlmenl.  a  target 
opening  dale  of  March  first  has  been 
el 

Currently  maintaining  an  office  on 


by  JOYCE  CLARKE 

the  third  floor  of  the  Institute  is  the 
Student  Government,  Four  students 
are  now  planning  strategy  for 
advertising  the  upcoming  elections 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  entire  Black 
university  community  will  see  the 
need  for  active  participation  and 
representation  by  responding  to  their 
invitation. 

Among  the  activities  still  in  the 
implementation  stages  is  the  library 
which  will  be  located  on  the 
Institute's  Ihird  floor  loft,  offering 
the  services  of  a  lounging  area,  a 


co-op.  He  contends  that  if  this  is  done 
soon  enough  the  student  is  afforded 
some  early  assistance  by  the  Afro 
staff  in  seeing  that  all  is  done  lo  try 
and  obtain  the  position  he  desires. 

At  an  earlier  dale  the  Dean  had 
extended  an  invitation  to  the 
upperclassmen  to  come  to  Afro  to  be 
appraised  of  the  newly  structured 
center  and  the  direction  it  was 
taking;  Ihe  turn  out,  however,  was 
quite  minimal  Dean  Ricks  says  he, 
"takes  the  rap  for  poor  communica- 
tion this  time,  but  with  the  added 


Deao  RlcKs  coniemplates  busy  schedule. 


Photo  by  Harold  llunte 


reading  room  and  a  separate 
periodicals  division,  aside  from  the 
numerous  books  that  will  comprise 
the  major  portion  of  the  area.  A 
limited  number  of  books  will  be 
circulatory  but  the  library's  main 
function  is  to  provide  research 
materials  for  the  student. 

The  other  activity  concerns  a 
request  the  Dean  received  from  a 
student  to  start  a  drama  club  that 
would  serve  the  needs  of  the  school 
and  the  community.  No  tangible 
work  has  been  done  on  this,  however, 
so  that  area  is  open  for  membership. 

On  upperclassmen  and  co-op  jobs 
in  general.  Dean  Ricks  is  encourag- 
ing all  students  that  desire  a  job  in  a 
particular  place  or  field  to  get  in 
touch  with  his  office  at  least  the 


semester  before  they  intend  to  go  on 
services  of  this  newspaper  and  Ihe 
Student  Government  Uiis  should  not 
happen  again." 

In  essence,  the  institute  has  opened 
its  doors  to  the  Black  universily 
community  and  is  encouraging  more 
students  to  become  an  integral  part 
of  its  operation.  The  clear  priority  of 
'he  New  Afro-American  Institute  is 
sludent  academic  excellence  first." 
\fro  has  already  initialed  its  interest 
in  Ihe  student  by  having  on  hand  a 
number  of  academic  services,  but  the 
success  of  Afro  can  only  be  realized  if 
the  student,  himself,  channels  in  on 
these  services,  uses  them  to  the 
fullest  extent  and  then  reciprocates 
by  pouring  his  assets  back  into  his 
community. 


Black  Student  Gov't  Being  Formed 


Many  changes  and  additions  have 
been  made  in  the  /kfro-Inslitute  and 
its  programs  in  the  past  few  months. 
One  addition  is  the  development  of  a 
Black  Student  Government. 

The  student  government  will 
concern  itself  with  political  and 
social  issues  and  communication 
among  Blacks  on  campus. 

"The  most  important,"  said  Dave 
Squires,  co-ordinalor  of  the  student 
government,  "will  be  political 
issues." 

The  government  will  serve  as  a 
mediator  in  any  confrontations 
between  the  university  and  the  black 
student  body.  Students  will  also  be 
able  to  present  their  grievances  to 
the  sludent  government. 

But  more  importantly,  Squires 
said,  "The  government  will  try  to 
unite  Blacks  on  the  campus." 

"The  student  government  will  be  a 
vehicle  for  Black  studenis  to  discuss 
anything  or  lo  solve  problems  that 
affect  them  directly  or  indirectly," 
he  continued. 

The  structure  is  being  formulated 
by  Squires,  Courtney  Russell,  and 
several  students  on  the  Activities 
committee. 

Squires   said    that    after  the 


by  ILEEN  DOTSON 

structural  plans  are  finalized,  a  letter 
will  be  sent  to  all  Black  students 
explaining  the  concept  of  the  student 
government  as  well  as  the  other 
departments  of  the  Afro- Institute. 
Electoral  procedures  for  the 


IDENT 


Dave  Squires 


student  government  have  not  yel 
been  decided  upon. 

He  said  Itiat  the  committee  plans  to 
inform  the  studenis  when  they  are 
finalized. 

Squires  said  he  talked  to 
Afro-Institute  Director  Gregory 
Ricks  about  planning  activities  for 
Black  students  on  the  campus.  After 
discussing  the  idea  with  several 
studenis  and  Ricks,  the  idea  evolved 
to  set  up  a  student  govemmenl. 

All  classes,  freshmen  through 
senior,  will  have  a  president,  vice- 
president,  treasurer,  recording 
secretary,  and  corresponding 
secretary. 

Overseeing  these  25  people  will  be 
another  governing  body  composed  of 
the  same  five  offices. 

The  president  will  be  in  charge  of 
every  other  officer,  but  the 
overseeing  officers  of  the  other 
four  offices  will  make  certain  that  Uie 
class  officers  are  performing  theb* 
duties." 

All  interested  upperclassmen  and 
freshmen  who  are  interested  in 
working  on  the  student  government 
or  activities  committee  should 
contact  Dave  Squires  on  Ihe  third 
floor  at  the  Afro-Institute. 
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On  Jackie  Robinson 


A  Letter  From  The  Editor 

Brothers  and  Sisters,  this  is  Ihe  first  issue  of  "The  Onyx",  a  newspaper 
published  by  Blaeit  Students  at  Norlheaslern  University, 

Prior  Id  this  first  issue.  The  Onyx  had  been  in  the  planning  stage  for  qu  ite 
some  lime— there  were  numerous  things  to  consider. 

There  was,  for  example,  the  question  of  news  coverage  or  more  precisely, 
what  ty|K'  of  news  a  Black  Student  newspaper  should  cover.  Should  Ihe  news 
Lovcraye  he  limited  to  campus  and  campus-eommunily  evenis,  or  should  it 
have  an  eye  for  news  thai  goes  beyond  the  campus?  This  was  one  of  the  many 
questions  lhat  had  lo  be  resolved, 

Ingrapplin^  with  that  particular  question,  other  questions  began  to  emerge. 

For  instance,  aecounlability  lo  our  reading  audience  which— for  all 
practical  purposes— will  be  Black. 

TheOnyx  staff  believes  lhat  the  events  thai  affecl  Black  People,  whether  on 
a  large  university  campus,  in  an  urban  ghello,  a  suburban  town,  a  shanty  in 
Mississippi,  or  a  village  in  South  Africa  arc  newsworthy. 

With  this  conviction,  what  follows,  then,  is  an  equally  strong  conviction  of 
acroun lability  lo  all  Black  People. 

We  cannot,  of  course,  provide  all  of  the  news  coverage  that  we  would  like  lo 
in  the  limited  space  of  The  Onyx ;  but  we  will  strive  to  provide  as  much  variety 
as  possible. 

Newspapers  written  by  Black  Students  have,  in  the  past,  irieantmany  things 
to  many  people.  Without  venturing  into  what  has  been  expected  of  Black 
Student  newspapers  in  the  past,  it  is  important  to  point  out  here  thai  The  Onyx 
slaff  believes  that  Ihe  time  has  long  come  for  an  end  to  the  "traditional 
rhetoric"  and  a  beginning  of  hard  and  sincere  work. 

!l  is  truth. thai  is  Ihe  prerequisite— truth  based  on  factual  evidence  and  not 
assumptions.  Truth,  more  often  than  not,  is  extremely  difficult  to  arrive  at; 
nolwitlistanding,  the  staff  of  The  Onyx  intends  to  pursue  that  elusive  end, 

Whal  hangs  in  the  balance  is  the  progress  and  survival  of  Black  People  in 
America-  That  is,  a  strong  statement— but  a  lie,  regardless  of  where  it  comes 
from,  IS  still—and  will  never  survive. 

Without  belaboring  a  point,  the  staff  of  The  Onyx  can  accomplish  this  task 
by  honesi  reporting  and  input  from  you,  the  readers  of  The  Onyx. 

Any  news  slories  thai  you  may  have  already  writlen  or  are  about  to  write 
will  be  accepted  by  The  Onyx  as  well  as  poems  and  letters-lo-the-editor. 

This  kind  of  input  will  help  The  Onyx  reach  its  fullest  potential,  and,  in  turn, 
provide  you  with  quality  service 

Our  office  is  located  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Afro-Institute,  40  Leon  St,, 
Rovbury.  Feci  free  lo  stop  by  and  pay  us  a  visit. 

Ted  Thomas. 
Editor-In-Chief 


a  tribute  to  Jackie  robinson 

by  Sheila  Macii: 

how  many  limes  must  a  black  man 
suffer  the  raciim  and  hatred; 
lo  be  equalized  or  meet  Ihc  standards 
of  a  while  man 

yea  man.  jackir  did  il.  he  did  it 
all  by  himself 

he  had  to  stand  alone  in  the  baieball 

field  and  endure  the  slurs  and  Uunls 

from  his  teammates  and  opponents 

man.  when  Jackie  hit  lhal  ball 

he  danced  like  a  ballerina  from 

first  base  straight  on  to  home 

yea  man,  he  proved  to  them  whiUs 

lhat  the  Insignificance  of  color 

didn't  mean  a  thing 

jiitt  how  you  play  and  hit  lhal  ball  Is 

all  that  counts 

you  know  we  done  tost  a  great  man. 

who  endured  the  agony  and  humiliation 

of  those  so  blind  with  prejudice 

oh  god.  must  we  conlUiue  lo 

characleriie  a  man's  ablUly 

on  the  basis  of  akin  pigmentation? 

why  can't  It  be  based  on; 

"WHAT  HE  CONTIRBLTES  TO  SOCIETY?" 


Al  the  oulKrl  of  this  article  on 
Jackie  Robinson,  the  first  Black  man 
lo  play  major  league  baseball,  I 
intended  to  write  a  straight  news 
story.  By  doing  that,  I  thought  Ih-jl 
any  of  my  personal  feelings  about  the 
mun  would  not  be  so  obvious.  But 
after  three  unsuccessful  attempts  al 
a  straight  story  lead,  it  became  clear 
to  me  that  someone  else  would  have 
to  do  the  story  or  I  would  just  have  lo 
write  il  the  way  I  feel  it. 

Jackie  Robinson,  born  John 
Roosevelt  Robinson,  lived  a  life  that 
is  a  portrait  of  a  man's  struggle 
against  the  odds  that  are  inherent  in 
American  life  if  you  happen  lo  be 
born  Black.  But.  more  importantly,  it 
gives  us  the  ingredients  lo  the  recipe 
needed  to  make  Ihe  man  with 
courage  enough  to  face  those  odds 
and  overcome  them. 

There  Is  something  that  stops  you 
dead  in  your  tracks  when  a  man  who 
had  completely  'vst  Ihe  vision  in  his 
right  eye  and  part  of  Ihe  vision  in  his 
left  eye;  who  had  lost  his  son  in  an 
automobile  accident  in  1971.  who 
suffered  a  stroke  a  couple  of  years 
earlier,  and  who  was  a  diabetic  can 
Still  say,  "I  thank  God  he  has  been 
good  to  me.  I  feel  fortunate  when  I 
look  around  al  the  other  people  who 
are  in  wor&c  shape  than  I  am.  I  can't 
afford  to  give  up." 

Jackie  didn'l  give  up,  he  was  still 
active  up  until  Tuesday  morning, 
October  Zi.  when  he  collapsed  in  the 
hallway  of  his  Stamford  Conn.  home. 

His  wife,  Rachel,  summoned  the 
police  and  after  they  administered 
emergency  first-aid  treatment,  he 
was  taken  to  Stamford  Hospital,  But 
Jackie  never  regained  cunsciousness 
—he  was  dead  on  arrival. 

Jackie  was  bom  on  January  31, 
1919  in  Cairo,  Georgia  and  when  he 
was  two  years  old,  he  moved  with  his 
mother  and  four  sisters  and  brothers 
to  Pasadena  California. 

In  California  he  developed  into  an 
outstanding  all-around  athlete  at 
John  Mulr  Technical  High  School. 
Pasadena  Junior  College,  and  for 
three  vears  at  !>■'   University  of 
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California  at  Los  Angeles  [UCLA]. 

While  in  school  Jackie  excelled  In 
track,  football,  basketball,  and 
oaseball.  But  Jackie  had  to  withdraw 
from  UCLA  In  his  third  year  because 
his  mother  needed  him  to  help  her 
support  the  family. 

In  1942  he  was  drafted  and  went  to 
Officers  Candidate  School  where  he 
reached  the  rank  of  Second 
Lieutenant.  Alter  serving  for  three 
years.  Jackie  received  a  medical 
discharge  in  1915. 

After  his  discharge,  Jackie  played 
some  professional  football  in  Hawaii 
and  coached  a  Texas  Team. 

Jackie's  baseball  career  actually 
began  when  he  joined  Ihe  Kansas 
City  Monarchsof  Ihe  Negro  League. 
But  11  wasn't  until  April  IS.  mi. 
when  Jackie  joined  the  Brooklyn 
Dodgers,  that  the  world  knew  Jackie 
Robinson  was  alive. 

Because — you  see — the  Brooklyn 
Dodgers  was  a  major  league,  all 
while  team,  and  all  major  league,  all 
while  teams,  at  lhat   lime,  had 


unwritten  rulei  barring  Blacks  from 
plaving  on  their  team. 

But  Jackie  was  there  and  he  stayed 
there  throughout  his  brilliant  career. 

In  his  first  year  with  Brooklyn. 
Jackie  was  voted  Rookie  of  the  Year. 
In  1949  he  was  National  League 
Baiting  Champion  and  received  the 
Most  Valuable  Player  award  by 
American  Sports  Writers,  He  had  a 
.311  lifetime  batting  average  iind  he 
set  a  major  league  fielding  record  at 
second  base.  In  1%2  he  was  elected  lo 
Baseball's  Hall  of  Fame,  the  first 
Black  Man  lo  receive  lhat  honor. 

It  means  something,  of  course,  lo 
all  Black  people  when  one  Black 
person  scales  the  heights.  Whether  it 
be  In  the  arts,  in  science,  in  politics, 
or  in  Jackie's  case,  sports.  But  il 
means  so  much  more  when  thai 
particular  person  keeps  his 
identification  wilh  his  people  intact. 
Jackie  once  resigned  from  a  150.000  a 
year  executive  post  with  Chock  Full 
O'  Nuts  because  of  the  Arm's 
reluctance  to  hire  Blacks  in 
managerial  position. 

When  one  considers  the  obstacles 
Jackie  had  to  overcome  during  his  S3 
years  of  life,  flrsl  by  enduring  the 
hardships  of  being  the  first  Black 
man  to  play  baseball  for  a  major 
league  learn,  then,  the  toss  of  his  son, 
and  in  Ihe  last  year  of  life  his  failing 
heallh.  his  words  about  "not  giving 
up"  touch  you. 

A  lot  of  us  have  lost  a  loved  one  or 
experienced  failing  health.  Whal  is 
important,  though,  is — like  Jackie — 
hang  in  there,  and  keep  swinging  that 
bat.  Keep  getting  base  hits  and 
moving  from  first  to  second  to  third 
and  if  Ihe  lime  looks  right,  you  can 
always  steal  home. 

The  temptation  to  slip  into  a  "white 
coma"  is,  I  admit,  overwhelming  al 
times.  But  where  you  go  in  your  life 
and  where  you  want  to  go  is  all 
wrapped  up  in  you. 

Jackie  said  one  time,  "I  have 
believed  in  one  irrefutable  fact  in  my 
life.  I  was  a  Black  Man  in  a  white 
world — I  never  had  it  made." 


News  In  Brief 


BLACKS  BEING  DUPED 

Leaders  of  the  Congressional  Black 
Caucus  say  that  black  athletes  and 
entertainers  who  endorse  President 
Nixon's  campaign  are  "fools"  who 
have  been  "duped  by  . .  .  one  of  their 
greatest  oppressors,"  itw  as  stated  in 
the  Oclober  I8th  issue  of  the  Herald 
Traveler  Record-American. 

Strong  criticism  of  Nixon  and  his 
black  supporters  have  come  from 
Reps,  I-ouis  Stokes.  D,  Ohio,  William 
Clay,  D.  Missouri,  John  Conyers,  D. 
Michigan,  and  Ralph  Metcalfe,  D, 
Illinois. 

Rep,  Stokes  slated  that  Nixon  "has 
begun  lo  strip  away  the  constitutional 
and  th?  human  rights  of  minority, 
poor,  and  disadvantaged  Ameri- 
cans" in  his  stand  against  school 
busing  and  his  vetoes  of  education 
money  bills  to  help  ghetto  schools  and 
child  care  programs. 

Thus  far.  President  Nixon  has  been 
endorsed  by  such  notable  blacks  as 
Sammy  Davis  Jr.,  Lionel  Hamptoo, 
Billy  Eckstein,  James  Brown, 
Johnny  Mathis.  and  Jim  Brown. 

ANGELA  AT  RALLY 

Angela  Davis  showed  up 
unexpectedly  late  last  month  in 
Washington  at  a  campaign  rally  for 
Gus  Hall,  Communist  Party 
presidential  candidate,  as  reported  in 
the  October  22  issue  of  the  Washing- 
ton Post 

Miss  Davis  will  be  directing  her 
energies  into  campaign  for  Hall  as 
well  as  laying  the  groundwork  for  a 
new  national  legal  defense  organlza-. 
tion,-  She  would  like  to  transform  the 
movement  that  grew  up  around  her 
defense  into  a  national  organization 
for  all  political  prisoners. 

SHAFT  ON  T.V. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer  IMGM) 
Television  and  the  Columbia  Broad- 
casting System  (CBS)  have  entered 
into  an  agreement  lo  develop  the 
movie  Shaft  into  a  one  hour  weekly 
series  for  television.  The  new  series 
will  be  presented  during  prime  time 
starling  Sepl,  1973,  Richard  Round- 
tree  will  repeat  his  movie  role  in  the 
series. 


BUSING  AMENDMENT 

According  to  the  October  23rd  issue 
of  the  Boston  Globe,  following  the 
November  7th  election  a  move  will  be 
made  to  call  a  constitutional 
convention  to  propose  an  anti-busing 
amendment. 

The  organizer  intends  to  by  pass 
Congress  and  ask  state  legislators  to 
act. 

This  committee  will  be  headed  by 
Texas  Stale  Senator  Wayne  Connally, 
brother  of  former  Treasury 
Secretary  John  B,  Connally.  who 
presently  heads  the  "Democrats  for 
Nixon"  campaign. 

They  will  make  use  of  a  never 
before  used  constitutional  provision 
which  says  lhal  a  convention  can  be 
called  by  action  of  the  legislature  of 
two-thirds  of  the  states.  Any  proposal 
of  the  convention  would  then  be 
subject  to  ratification  by  three- 
fourths  of  the  states. 


CHILDREN  ATTACKED 

New  York  police  reported  that 
three  while  men  attacked  two  school 
buses  carrying  black  children  in 
Queens,  October  25,  the  Herald 
Traveler  Record-American  said. 

The  men  threw  motor  oil  through 
the  bus's  open  window  while  it  was 
stopped  at  a.n  intersection. 
Subsequently,  the  clothing  of  about  18 
children  were  stained.  About  15 
minutes  later,  they  smashed 
windows  of  another  bus  with  clubs 
and  stones  and  again  splashed  motor 
oil  on  the  students. 

Some  20  students  were  taken  to 
Queens  General  Hospital.  None  were 
seriously  hurt. 

Authorities  said  the  reason  for  the 
attacks  were  nol  known.  But  police 
are  looking  for  the  men,  described  as 
while  and  ranging  in  age  from  20  to 
509  years  old.  ("cont.p,3> 


Editorial 


This  year  Linda  Brown,  a 
sophomore  nursing  major,  was 
chosen  as  Northeastern's  homecom- 
ing queen.  This  is  of  significance 
because  Linda  is  the  first  black  queen 
in  NU's  history.  Nol  only  is  this  an 
honor  for  Ms.  Brown,  but  the  entire 
black  student  body.  Vet  the  school's 
administration,  organizations,  and 
student  body  are  not  showing  her  the 
proper  respect  due  a  homecoming 
queen. 

Ms.  Brown  received  ONE  official 
letter  of  congratulalions,  from  Lee 
Ann  Bennett,  Asst.  Dean  of  Women, 
Neither  the  president,  the  deans,  the 
administration,  nor  any  of  the  white 
run  organizations  felt  the  need  to 
send  a  letter  of  congratulations. 

Prior  lo  this  year,  official  parlies 
have  been  held  in  the  queen's  honor 
to  celebrate  her  victory.  None  were 
held  for  Linda  except  for  a  dorm 
party  thrown  by  her  friends,  only 
alter  they  had  been  hassled  by  one  of 
the  housemothers. 


Northeastern  Today  has  written  a 
story  on  Linda,  yet  Northeastern 
News  has  not,  as  they  claim  that  they 
have  not  been  able  to  get  in  touch 
with  her. 

When  asked  about  the  lack  of 
response  on  the  part  of  the  adminis- 
tration and  organizations  to  the 
election  of  Ms.  Brown,  answers 
varied  from  choked  stuttering,  lo  a 
plain  "I  don't  know".  The  school 
seems  to  want  to  pass  this  year's 
homecoming  off  quickly  and  quietly, 
with  no  praise  arid  acclamations  for 
Linda, 

Bui  the  black  student  body  is  very 
proud  indeed  that  one  black  and 
beautiful  as  Linda  was  chosen  to 
represent  our  school.  Shuffling  her 
off  cheaply  means  that  they're 
shuffling  us  off  also.  If  one  who  has 
received  a  great  honor  such  as 
Homecoming  Queen  is  ignored  and 
pushed  to  the  side,  then  thb  means 
that  the  general,  black  populace  at 
NU  Is  receiving  the  same  treatment. 
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''Water  Pistols  Don't  Shoot  Bang!  Bang!" 


"I  thoughl  I  could  do 
something  for  (he  Negro  ruce 
in  fflms.  Bhow  the  Irulh  aboul 
Ihetn  and  other  people  too.  I 
used  to  do  my  part  and  go  away 
reeling  satisfied,  thought 
everything  was  o.lt.  Well,  it 
wasn't.  The  Industry  [motion 
pictures]  was  not  prepared  l» 
permit  mc  to  portray  the  life  or 
express  the  living  interests, 
hopes,  and  aspirations  of  the 
struggling  people  from  whom 
I  came." 

Paul  Robeson 

Paul  Robeson,  one  of  the  world's 
finest  actors  ever  lo  walk  onto  a  stage 
or  across  a  screen,  spoke  these  words 
when  he  retired  from  his  career  in 
theater  and  films  In  1939.  His 
reflections,  though  spoken  years 
ahead  of  the  times  in  which  we  live, 
mirror  the  discontent  and  disillusion- 
ment of  many  black  actors  and 
moviemakers  in  the  film  industry 
and  particularly  the  black  audience. 

The  exploitation  of  black  labor  and 
talent  lo  restore  the  diminishing 
movie  industry  reminds  us  of  a  time 
nol  so  long  ago  when  white  men 
captured  and  enslaved  a  race  of 
black  men  and  women  lo  work  in 
their  fields,  cook  their  food,  and  sleep 
in  their  beds.  Throughout  the  history 
of  the  Black  American,  we  have 
worked  for  the  Man  al  the  loss  of  our 
identity  and  understanding  and  love 
of  self" 

From  the  creation  of  the  infantile, 
good-humored,  obedient  black  slave, 
the  cinema  of  today  is  shaping 
another  unreal  image  of  the  Black 
man.  and  those  of  us  who  live  off  the 
tarnished  Hollywood  screen  musl 
defend  the  validity  of  the  black  man's 
role  in  society,  his  sense  of  being  and 
purpnste    against    the  fantasy 


supermen  and  make-believe  heroes, 
Creations  like  John  Shaft  and  Priest 
( SuperFly )  are  only  making  it  harder 
for  us  lo  understand  our  true  selves. 

In  defense  of  the  images  they  arc 
creating,  black  actors  and 
moviemakers  say  Blacks  know  Ihe 
difference  between  reality  and 
fantasy,  that  John  Shaft  is  just  doing 
what  Cagney  or  Bogart  would  have 
done.  Gordon  Parks  director  of  Shaft 
says,  "It's  ridiculous  to  imply  that 
Blacks  don't  know  the  difference 
between  truth  and  fantasy  and 
therefore  will  be  influenced  by  these 
films  in  an  unhealthy  way,"  Much  in 
agreement  with  Parks,  Ren  O'Neal, 
star  of  Super-Fly,  in  an  interview 
in  the  New  York  Times  expressed  his 
faith  in  the  intelligence  of  the  youth  in 
the  Black  communities  in  that  they 
would  nol  try  to  emulate  Priest. 
Defending  his  role  O'Neal  says  in  the 
film  he's  dealing  cocaine,  a  narcotic 
too  expensive  to  be  bought  by  Blacks. 
Yet  in  SuperFly  it's  right  in  Ihe  heart 
of  Harlem  where  Priest  lakes  his 
million  dollar  supply  of  coke  to  be 
sold-  And  the  sad  reality  of  the  Black 
ghetto  today  is  that  Ihe  youth  are 
buying  and  selling  and  getting  busted 
and  dying,  they  don't  need  Priest  or 
any  dolled  up  super  hero  to  lay  up  lo. 
Guns  lo  them  are  nol  water  pistols 
that  shoot  bang!  bang!  nor  are  there 
pushers  who  "make  it"  and  get 
away. 

Clayton  Riley.  Black  critic,  says. 
"Feeding  a  child's  hunger  to  be 
somebody  with  pictures  of 
sophisticated  wjUies  iwho  don't  have 
lo  face  the  bullets  and  the  people  who 
actually  live  in  this  gritty  world)  is  a 
'orm  of  metaphorical  drug  pushing 

. .  dangerous  and  deplorable." 

Jim  Brown,  ex-football  player 
urned  actor  spoke  of  his  career  as  he 


Health  News 

■by  CAROL  FINNEY 


On  the  corner  of  Tremont  and 
Rugples  Slreels  is  a  trailer  which 
once  housed  the  Black  Panther  party 
People's  Free  Health  Onter.  the 
community's  answer  to  the 
overcrowded,  overpriced  or 
inadequate  medical  institutions  in 
the  city. 

The  Peoples'  Free  Health  Center 
was  supported  by  donations  and  the 
sale  of  the  Black  Panther  Party 
Intercommunal  Newspaper.  Due  to 
low  funds,  the  Health  Center  is 
temporarily  closed,  but  will  reopen 
soon  in  a  new  location. 

The  primary  reason  for  its  being 
was  to  provide  the  community  with 
medical  information  and  care  to 
maintain  a  check  on  impending 
illnesses  before  they  can  occur. 

Because  of  the  small  amount  of 
space  available  much  of  the 
equipment  that  they  have  cannot  be 
used.  A  referral  system  was  devised 
referring  patients  who  needed  more 
extensive  treatment  to  another 
doctor  or  clinic  that  was  more 
equipped  for  that  case. 

To  reach  more  people,  an  Out- 


Reach  Progiam  was  mitiated,  ine 
program,  which  is  an  extension  of  the 
People's  I  fee  Health  Center, 
consisted  of  trained  volunteers  going 
into  the  community  to  treat  diseases. 
The  Anti-Sickle  Cell  Anemia 
Campaign,  which  tested  many  people 
in  their  homes  for  sickle  cell,  is  an 
example  of  the  program.  Handouts 
and  pamphlets  were  also  distributed 
to  the  people  to  make  them  aware  of 
the  Black  Panther  party's  efforts. 

Upon  reopening  they  are  planning 
lo  acquire  a  permanent  building  with 
more  space  and  expand  and 
implement  new  programs  such  as 
pre-natal  care,  a  well-baby  clinic  and 
a  free  dental  clinic.  They  hope  to 
operate  on  a  full  time  basis. 

In  order  to  fulfill  this  plan  more 
support  is  needed  in  the  form  of 
money  and  supplies.  Community 
people  are  needed  to  participate  in 
the  success  of  the  People's  Free 
Health  Center.  Training  is  provided 
in  medical  fields  and  as  lab 
technicians.  Without  community  sup- 
port the  Black  Panther  Party  Peo- 
ple's Free  Health  Center  cannot 
function. 
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FREE  TUTORING  AND  COUNSELLING 
KARATE  AND  BLACK  HISTORY 

Offered  by: 

THE  CONCERNED  PEOPLES  COMMITTEE 
22  Esmond  Street,  Dorchester,  Mau.  02121 


by  BARBARA  ELLIS 

iaw  it  on  a  nationally  televised  talk 
ihow.  He  lelt  Black  actors  should 
play  whatever  roles  they  could  gel, 
it's  their  business  It's  this  sort  of  "I 
got  mine,  baby  you  get  yours" 
attitude  that  slows  down  if  not 
destroys  Ihe  progress  and  unity  of  a 
people.  Black  folks  have  the 
ambition,  pride  and  respect  in  their 
work  and  their  people  nol  to  limit 
themselves  to  whal  they  can  get 
from  the  Man  (which  nin't  nothln'  but 
ssslihhil)  but  what  we  can  do  of 
ourselves,  for  ourselves  to  bring  a 
Rense  of  value  into  our  communities. 


One  such  man  has  already  done 
this,  Melvin  Van  Peebles  wrote, 
directed,  produced  and  scored  his 
success,  Sweelback.  A  film  whose 
production  cost  totaled  about  500.000 
dollars  (Van  Peesbles  used  his 
earnings  from  previous  film 
Watermelon  Man  and  borrowed  the 
rest)  has  now  grossed  about  11 
million.  Using  a  largely  non-union 
crew,  Van  Peebles  shot  the  film  in 
Watts  with  a  cast  of  amateurs. 
Though  Sweelback  raises  much 
controversy  along  the  lines  of  the 
depth  of  it's  relevance  for  the  Black 
community,  it's  significaTice  can  be 
unchallenged  in  that  a  Black  Man 
succeeded  in  showing  his  life  and 
struggle  for  survival  within  the 
existing  reality  of  the  community 
from  where  he  came  without  Ihe 
backing  of  the  big  movie  industry. 


Studs,  pushers,  comical  junkies  are 
not  the  only  side  of  reality  of  the 

Black  community  as  much  as  Cagney 
or  James  Bond  are  for  the  while 
community.  Harry  Belafonte  when 
offered  the  role  in  Porgy  and  Bess 
refused  at  the  time  saying  "1  told  him 
(Samuel  Goldwyn)  I  had  no  interest 
in  doing  such  a  film  at  that  lime.  The 
leading  man  was  a  black  on  his 
knees,  the  leading  lady  a  black 
whore.  Crown  was  a  sex  maniac, 
Sporlin'  Life  was  a  cocaine  pusher. 
That  was  nol  where  my  head  was  at.  ' 
Ironically,  it's  seems  that's  just 
where  most  black  aclors  heads  are 
today,  in  the  roles  which  they  seem  to 
except  playing. 

But  Blacks  can  play  moving 
insightful  portrayals  of  real  men  and 
women  if  they  are  offered  to  them. 
Two  films  thai  have  been  currently 
released  are  Sounder  and  Black  Girl, 
in  which  Blacks  have  been  cast  as 
people  and  not  caricatures.  It  will  not 
be  long  before  Blacks  cannot  be 
starved  into  suspense  al  the  tip  of  a 
cokespoon  at  the  risk  of  losing  their 
self  identity,  while  the  real  heroes  of 
our  heritage  go  ignored  or  played  by 
while  men  with  black  faces  At  a  lime 
when  we  are  being  flooded  with  films 
sl.'irring  Black  men  in  make-believe 
shoot-em-ups,  Anthony  Qutnn  will 
come  out  in  a  film  cast  as  Henri 
Christophe,  the  historical  black 
leader  of  Haili.  In  defense  of  his 


undertaking  Ihe  role  of  a  black  man 
Quinn  asks,  "Why  must  I  segregate 
myself?  Why  must  I  alienate 
myself"  However,  he  thinks  and 
feels  nothing  of  the  alienation  of  the 
Black  race.  Should  (Juinn  succeed  in 
this  opportunist  venture  of  playing  a 
black  man  he  will  be4.'ome  the  most 
realexampleof  an  "oreo"  we've  ever 
had. 

Blacks  are  challenging  the  film 
industry,  demanding  fair 
representation  of  their  lives.  In 
movies  we  are  seeing  slill  another 
channel  by  which  whiles  will  use 
Blacks  to  make  a  buck  and  pass  it 
down  in  ihelr  pockets.  Isn'l  it  about 
lime  that  we  recognize  that  the  buck 
should  stop  here  and  now? 


On  Tuesday  evening 
7::iO-HiOO  pm  WCVB-T\'  pre- 
scnte  -THIRD  WORLD."  a 
locally  produced  program  that 
focufies  on  Ihe  minority  com- 
munity. A  portion  of  the 
program  will  feature  a 
"Community  Calendar  of 
Events"  comprised  for  and  by 
Ihi-  Community. 


Black  Political  Participation  Needed 


by  WARREN  EVERETT  and  FREDDIE  FAISON 


Tel.  288-2884 


Larry  Gaines,  Chairman 


As  the  1972  presidential  election 
nears,  the  outspoken  support  of 
Coretta  King,  Jesse  Jackson,  and 
Julian  Bond  for  Senator  McGovern 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  support  of 
Sammy  Davis  Jr.,  James  Brown,  and 
Jim  Brown  for  President  Nixon  on 
the  other  hand,  raises  serious 
questions  as  to  why  blacks  should 
participate  in  politics. 

The  Democratic  nominee  George 
McGovern  has  concentrated  on  tax 
reform,  welfare,  unemployment  and 
other  domestic  issues  including 
crime,  environment  and  drugs.O 
President  Nixon  has  preferred  to 
deal  with  defense  spending,  foreign 
relations  and  issues  involving  the 
overall  economic  maintenance  of  the 
American  political  system. 

Historically,  the  ambitions  of 
blacks  participating  in  politics  were 
related  to  the  impoverishment  and 
powerlessness  of  most  blacks. 
However,  the  candidates  have  nol 
included  the  plight  of  most  blacks  as 
a  major  issue.  A  result  of  this  shift  in 
major  issues  is  the  failure  of  either 
candidate  to  describe  his  disposition 
toward  blacks. 

The  vaguimess  of  both  candidates 
concerning  blacks  most  recently 
through  the  issue  of  amnesty  for 
draft  evaders  has  diverted  black 
awarness  from  the  effectiveness  of 
political  participation  by  emphasis 
on  seemir.gly  irrelevant  issues. 
Subsequently  the  need  for  a  block  of 
Slack  votes  has  been  seriously 


Briefly  'cont,fromp.2) 

BLACKS  ENDORSE  NIXON 

The  Republican  Party  has  tripled 
aid  to  minority  entrpreneurs  during 
the  past  four  years  and  25  of  those 
Black  businessmen  are  endorsing 
President  Nixon  for  re-election. 

As  reported  in  the  October  25  issue 
of  the  Boston  Globe,  W.  Antoinette 
Ford,  the  first  black  woman  to  be  a 
White  House  Fellow  and  who  now 
owns  a  business  management 
consulting  firm,  said  she  is  for  the 
Republicans  because  they  agree  with 
her  philosophy  that  economic 
development,  not  social  programs  is 
the  way  to  improve  tlie  country. 


questioned  by  a  recent  document 
whi(!ti  circulated  in  Washington, 
describing  blacks  as  the  nation's 
most  unpopular  and  disorganized 
minority,  and  as  an  impotent 
political  force  to  be  either  patronized 
or  passed  over.  This  reflects  a  need 
for  black  voters  to  further  penetrate 
the  campaign  issues  brought  up  by 
the  candidates  to  see  how  closely 
they  relate  to  black  survival  and 
interests. 

Of  the  issues  mentioned  by  the 
candidates,  welfare,  crime,  drug 
abuse,  and  environment  have  been 
found  to  relate  to  black  survival  and 
interests.  This  finding  is  based  on  the 
assertions  that  millions  of  starving 
and  malnourished  black  people  are 
deliberately  forced  to  live  in 
inadequate  housing  and  submerged 
in  a  lethal  environment  without 
adequate  health  care.  A  recent  study 
from  Howard  University  revealed 
that  the  death  rate  of  blacks  resulting 
from  cancer  alone  is  32%  higher  than 
that  of  whites.  Other  statistics  show  a 
higher  death  rate  from  drugs  among 
blacks,  making  drug  abuse  an 


equally  relevai  (  ssue.  Black 
prisoners  involved  i..  recent  penal 
uprisings  at  Atlica  in  New  York, 
Walpole  in  Massachusetts,  andD 
Jessup  in  Maryland  are  examples  of 
a  higher  percentage  of  blacks  in 
prisons. 

The  relevance  to  black  people  of 
the  issues  cited  shows  that  there  is  a 
purpose  for  black  participation.  The 
idea  of  establishing  direct  rule 
whereas  blacks  make  their  own 
political  decisions,  further  suggests  a 
need  for  black  political  involvement. 

According  to  the  co-authors  of  the 
recent  political  study  Death  o(  a 
People,  "Every  day  many  blacks  are 
winding,  twisting,  and  complaming 
about  their  genocidal  conditions,  but 
not  doing  anything  effective  to 
change  it.  Instead,  a  lot  of  lime  is 
spent  throwing  around  rhetoric  on 
nation  building  without  realizing  that 
resources  are  needed  to  build  a 
nation.  Blacks  themselves  musl 
begin  to  preserve  and  develope  their 
present  resources,  their  abilities, 
skills,  labor,  etc. 


"Culver's  Waterproof  Bergamot  and 
Sheen  Oil  Prevents  Hair  Breakage" 


390  BLUE  HILL  AVE. 
ROXBURY,  MASS. 
4452312  \ 


Display  ads  from  compa- 
nies, businesses,  professionals 
and  non-profit  organiialions 
are  now  being  accepted. 
See  ONYX  Ad  Manager 
leen  DoLson  at  the  Alro- 
nslitule  or  cull  437-3141  for 
<rther  information. 


THE  HELEN  HOLLINS 
SINGERS 

The  most  exuberant,  dynamic,  soul-thrilling  Gos- 
pel Group  of  the  Century! 

You've  seen  them  on  te/evisioni  You've  heard  them 
on  the  radio!  Why  not  have  them  for  your  next  pro- 
gram'* You'll  be  glad  you  did! 

AVAILABLE  FOR  BOOKINGS  AT:  colleges,  uni- 
versities, penitentiaries,  convalescent  homes,  schools, 
theatres,  auditoriums,  etc. 

FOR  INQUIRY,  PLEASE  CALL:  296-0763 


PAOi:  4 


TIIE  ONYX 


NOVEMBKR  3.  1972 


"All  We  Want  Is  A  Chance  To  Play" 

tn  HAIlOl.n  IIUNTE 


All  is  nol  well  on  the  N.U.  football 
team.  Oh  yeah,  they've  won  a  few 
games,  but  underneath  the  surface 
there's  dissension,  dissatisfaction 
and  plain  anger. 

The  problem  stems  from  the 
"fairness  stick".  Too  many  players 
seem  to  be  getting  the  short  end  of  it. 
Something  else  which  is  apparent  is 
that  quite  often  when  the 
aforementioned  situation  prevails, 
Brothers  are  among  the  vamped 
upon. 

Fifty  percent  of  the  Brothers  on  the 
aqa&d  now  find  themselves  leading  in 
time  with  the  Benchwarmers  Club, 
The  worse  thing  about  this  situation 
is  that  the  Brothers  sitting  il  out  bear 
some  heavy  credentials.  Things  like 
three  years  championship  team 
experience  t)efore  N.  U.  They've  been 
chosen  All-this  and  All-that  with 
clippings  to  prove  it.  There's  no 
question  of  their  ability,  so  what's  the 
hang-up? 

A  statement  which  has  been  echoed 
quite  a  bit  lately  is  that  tha.se  in  a 
policy  shaping  position  on  Ihe  team, 
namely  the  coaches,  are  quick  to 
make  promises,  but  arc  somewhat 
lax  when  it's  time  to  deliver  the 
goods 

it  is  said  thai  during  the  week  the 


staff  hands  down  lines  to  people  such 
as  "You're  a  good  atlilele;  "  Or  when 
a  player's  position  is  abruptly 
changed  they  say,  "This  is  the  best 
position  where  you  can  help  the 
team."  But,  come  game-time  the  line 
switches  to,  '•You're  just  an  inch 
away  from  starling,  hang  in  there." 

One  Brother  said  he  can't  see  how 
they  can  keep  building  him  up  during 
the  week  and  knocking  him  down  on 
Saturday.  He  doesn't  dig  it  and  a  lot 
of  the  other  players  don't  either. 

There  seems  to  be  a  type  of 
favoritism  around  in  team  policy, 
complicated  by  a  lack  of  sensitivity 
on  the  part  of  the  coaches.  "The 
practices  are  ones  where  you  don't 
have  contact.  Vou  don't  have 
game-like  situations.  They  [the 
coaches]  decide  lat  the  beginning  of 
the  season  1  who  is  going  to  play  and 
from  that  point  on,  they  I  those 
chosen]  cannot  be  competed  against 
because  there  is  no  way  you  can 
compete  against  them  in  the  things 
they  do  in  practice  They  don'l  hit  or 
anything  like  that  So,  the  only  way 
that  you're  gonna  move  up  is  for 
Uiem  to  get  hurl,  which  divides  the 
team  because  half  the  team  is  hoping 
that  half  the  learn  gets  hurt  cause 
that's  Ihe  only  way  they're  gonna 
move  up."  one  brother  explained 


Calendar  of  Events 


NOKTHKASTKBN  UNIVERSITY 

The  movies  to  be  presented  in  Ihe  Ell  Center  this  fall  are : 

November  5:  Haunted  Houses  with  the  "Warrens" 
November  e  Witchcrafi  with  the  "Warrens" 
November  12:  "Patton"  with  George  C.  Scott 
Nm-ember  19:  "The  Battle  of  Algiers" 
November  26:  "Catch  22"  with  Alan  Arkin.  Marim  Balsam 
el  al 

December  3:  "Scrooge" 

Admission  75  cents— Starling  Umes7:30p,m- 

A  committee  to  plan  a  BLACK  WEEKEND  will  meet 
Tuesday.  November  7.  from  12  to  2  p.m,  on  the  second  floor 
at  the  Afro-lnslitnle,  For  additional  information,  contact 
Karen  Raper  or  Darlene  Roberts  al  262-546:; 


BOSTON  UNIVERSITY: 

A  Homecoming  Dance,  November  4  from  9  p.m.  to  2  a.m. 
al  the  Sheraton  Hotel.  Independence  Room,  featuring 
Miles  Youngblood.  Donation  S2.(I0.  For  more  information 
contact  Pat  Long  at  the  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr.  Center, 
353-3791. 


BOSTON  STATE 

Reminder:  Afro-American  History  week,  February  4-10, 
1973.  Plans  are  now  gelling  underway 


M.I.T.: 

Nicki  Giovanni  coming  November  17. 

RLMA  LEWIS  SCHOOL  OF  FINE  ARTS: 
Black  Educators  Conference  November  5. 


Any  school  or  organization  wishing  to  conlribute 
information  to  our  calendar  of  events  can  either  contact 
Joyce  Clarke  (437-31411  or  send  in  the  information  at  least 
three  weeks  in  advance. 


Milbvette's  Bakerq,  Inc. 


SPECIALIZING  in  weddings,  banquets,  birthdays,  all 
occasions.  Hot  sweet  potatoe  pies,  chocolate  cream 
pies,  apple  pies,  cookies,  bread,  rolls,  cupcakes, 

brownies,  etc  baked  on  the  premises,  CALL 

296-7763  or  287-9851  for  orders  or  drop  in  al; 

1131  BLUE  HILL  AVE,  (NEAR  MORTON  ST.) 
MATTAPAN,  MASS. 

SPECIAL    CROUP  fiATESIII 


b>  HAROLD  IIUNTE 

These  Brothers  are  dedicated 
football  players  who  are  being 
frustrated  daily  with  endless  empty 
promises.  They  all  have  been  playing 
football  since  they  were  very  young. 
They  possess  a  certain  football  spirit 
that  has  been  receiving  a  terrific 
beating.  They're  not  quitters  by 
nature,  but  everyone  has  a  breaking 
point. 

When  a  coach  tells  you  that  "you're 
not  gwina  get  a  shot  for  a  long  time," 
when  it's  your  last  season  of  eligibili- 
ly  and  there  aren't  but  three  games 
left  in  the  season,  the  time  has  come 
for  you  to  tell  the  coach  what  he  can 
do  with  the  team.  This  is  exactly 
what  one  Brother  who  fits  the  above 

ircumslances  did. 


Still,  this  hasn't  broken  his  spirit 
The  same  drive  is  there,  although 
now  he'll  practice  on  his  own  with 
hopes  of  earning  a  place  on  a  pro 
team  after  graduation. 

No  one  is  trying  to  say  that  these 
Brothers  should  play  merely  because 
they  are  Black.  What  is  being  said  is 
that  any  player  who  proves  his  talent, 
whether  it  be  through  practice, 
scrimages,  or  during  Ihe  few  minutes 
he  gels  in  a  game,  should  be 
rewarded  by  getting  more  game-time 
Whether  a  player  starts  or  nol 
shouldn't  depend  upon  the  fact  that 
he  did  or  did  not  come  from  a  wealthy 
local  neighborhood. 

Furthermore,  when  a  coach  says, 
"You  can  drop  some  one  week  and 


catch  some  another  week,"  meaning 
that  they  won't  be  so  quick  to  pull  a 
certain  player  for  a  mistake,  it 
should  apply  to  everyone. 

This  article  isn't  intended  to 
discourage  anyone  from  going  out  for 
the  football  team.  On  the  contrary,  it 
is  a  general  belief  that  if  more 
talented  Brothers  did  make  it  on  the 
squad  il  would  help  Ihe  situation. 

There  is  strength  in  numbers  and 
with  more  Brothers  present,  il  would 
be  harder  for  them  to  carry-on  their 
traditional  policies,  tf  you  have  tieen 
discouraged,  just  remember  that 
nothing  is  ever  solved  by  turning 
your  back  on  it.  The  Brothers  on  the 
team  now  aren't  and  they  need  your 
elp.  Don't  turn  your  Iwck  on  a 

rother. 


International  Scene 


NATO 

Accra  (AWAl  —  The  All-African 
Students  Union,  headquartered  here, 
has  called  on  NATO  countries  to  slop 
supplying  arm:^  to  colonial  and 
minorilv  regimes  in  Africa.  The  call 
was  part  uf  a  statement  supporting 
President  Nixon's  appeal  for 
international  action  lo  end  terrorism 
The  students  a.sked  Nixon  to 
demonstrate  his  sincerity  by 
appealing  lo  NATO  powers  lo  oncl 
arms  shipmenis  for  use  against 
Africans  They  also  called  for  the 
withdrawal  of  foreign  firms  from 
South  Africa. 


OIL  IN  AFRICA 

Durban  (AWAi  —  Top  executives 
of  the  Mobil  Oil  Company  travelled  to 
South  .Africa  last  week  lo  reassure 
the  government  lhat  Mobil  intends  to 
carry  on  "business  as  usual"  in  that 
country.  Rawleigh  Warner.  •* 
chairman  of  the  company,  said  that 
recent  pressure  from  Ihe  World 
Council  of  Churches,  would  not  alter 
Mobil's  involvement  in  South  Africa. 
He  said  thai  an  important  affiliate  of 
the  country  is  based  in  South  Africa, 
which  holds  a  24  per  cent  share  of  the 
market.  He  also  noted  thai  Mobil 
would  continue  prospecting  for  oil  off 
the  East  Coast. 


Bdiled  by  WINSTON  BFRRY 


terrorist  of  all  is  South  Africa.  Every 
act  which  the  South  African 
authorities  lake  is  an  act  of  terrorism 
against  the  oppressed  people  of  South 
Africa," 

UNITED  NATIONS 

United  N';ili(>iis  lAWA)  -  The 
Fourth  Committee  of  the  General 
Assembly  is  charged  with  the 
obligation  of  reviewing  the  condiltons 
of  colonial  territories  Last  week, 
discussions  here  centered  on  the 
situation  in  the  Portuguese  African 
colonics, 

Slalemi-nts  were  made  by 
Hepresenlatives  "  of  Denmark. 
Mexico.  Indonesia  and  Peru 
condemning  Portuguese  colonialism. 
Bui  It  was  the  UN  Representative 
from  Nigeria.  Mr  Olu  Adeniji.  who 
presented  Ihe  "African  piwition  " 

Mr  Adenji  observed  thai  Ihe 
situation  in  the  colonies  of  Angnl.-^. 
Mozambique  and  Guinea-Bissau  had 
worsened  since  last  year.  He 
condemned  Portugal's  "wars  of 
extermination"  against  the  peoples 


of  these  regions.  And  he  praised  the 
efforts  of  African  liberation  forces 
who  battled  against  the  Portuguese 
for  their  freedom. 

Mr  Adeniji  also  laid  down  steps  by 
which  Portugal  might  bring  about  a 
peaceful  selllemenl  of  iLs  African 
wars: 

"It  should  immediately  cease  its 
campaign  of  destruction  in  Angola. 
Mozambique  and  Guinea-Bissau. 

il  should  withdraw  its  armed 
forces  from  these  territories  and 
allow  the  people  lo  deter^nine.  in  a 
free  atmosphere,  the  political  future 
of  their  countries 

"It  should  immediately  comply 
with  the  resolutions  of  liie  United 
Nations  and  enable  its  people  lo 
exercise  their  inalienable  right  to 
self-determination. " 

The  likelihood  of  Portuguese 
agreement  with  the  Nigerian 
Representative  proposal  is  small 
indeed  But  until  such  an  agr—Tienl 
is  found,  the  wars  continue. 


THE  BOOK  CORNER 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

United  nations  lAWA)  —  South 
African  prime  minister,  Balthazar 
Vorsler,  has  withdrawn  his  country's 
delegation  from  the  UN's  Fourth 
Committee  The  move  follows  the 
Commiltee's  grant  of  observer  status 
lo  Alncan  liberation  movements, 

Vorster  said  thai  because  of  the 
Committee's  decision  to  "allow 
terrorists  as  observers"  to  partici- 
pate in  its  work,  South  Africa's 
delegation  did  not  want  lo  take  pari 
in  Uie  proceedings. 

Replying  to  Vorster's  charges, 
Abdul  Rahim  Farah,  head  of  the 
Spei-ial  Committee  on  Apartheid, 
said,  "In  our  view,  the  biggest 


Nigerian  Moderniiation.  By 
Ukandi  G.  Damachi:  S7.95.  An 
tndcpth  analysis  of  colonialism  and 
its  concomitants  concentrates  on 
social  changes,  evaluating  their 
effectgs— past,  present  and  future — 
on  Nigeria, 

If  Ihcy  come  in  the  Morning,  By 

Angela  Y.  Davis;  S6,95.  This  is 
perhaps  the  mosi  comprehensive  and 
thorough  analysis  of  lhat  increasing 
ly  imporlanl  symbol— the  political 
prisoner  Many  voices  of  our 
incarcerated  brothers  are  heard  in 
this  book  and  no  doubt  in  years  to 
come  will  be  used  as  an  important 
lex  I  in  analyzing  this  present 
generation  of  unrest. 


TOP  TEN  RECORD  LIST  FOR  WEEK  ENDING  OCT.  27* 


Ll'U  Be  Around 

Spinner? 

2.  Papa  was  a  Rolling  Stone 

Temptations 

3,  One  Life  To  Live 

Manhattans 

4.  Work  To  Do 

Isley  Brothers 

5.  Babysitter 

Betty  Wright 

6.  You  Ought  To  Be  With  Me 

Al  Green 

7-  Feel  The  Need  In  Me 

Detroit  Emeralds 

8,  From  The  Love  Side 

Hank  Ballard 

9,  Keep  On  Running 

Stevie  Wonder 

10.  I'm  stoned  In  Love  With  Vou 

Stylistics 

Available  at  Skippy  White's:  1763  Washington  St. ,  Boston 
2255  Washington  St..  Roxbury 
750  Massachusetts  Ave. ,  Cambridge 


'Courtatv  ol  MiM.  Record  OUulbuting  Co.,  833  Mau.  Aw».,  Boiton.  Ma. 
366-1003 


The  Polygamist  by  Ndabaningi 
Sithole;  $6,95.  A  novel,  written  in 
prison  by  Mr.  Sithole  who  is  serving 
SIX  years  for  alleged  conspiracy. 
Sithole  is  president  of  the  banned 
Zimbabwe  African  National  Union 
(ZANUt. 

.-American  Negro  Slavery  and 
Abolition,  By  Wilberl  E  iVIoore: 
S8-95.  This  book  represents  a  type  of 
study  still  relatively  rare,  a 
sociological  analysis  of  historical 
rather  than  siriclly  contemporary 
institutions  The  author  deals 
exipnsively  with  the  law  of  slavery, 
noting  its  fundamental  inconsisten- 
cies with  the  Anglo-American 
common-law  system, 

TTiird  World  Voices  tor  Children. 
Edited  by  Robert  E.  McDowell  and 
Edward  Levitt-.  JS.95.  This  volume 
provides  a  splendid  introduction  to 
the  folklore  traditions  of  African  and 
other  Third  World  peoples  and 
demonstrates  the  continuing  impact 
of  Afncan  cultural  values. 

The  Trial  of  Christopher  Okigbo. 
By  Ali  A  Mazrui;  (5.95.  This 
provocative  novel  of  ideas  centers  on 
the  tragedy  of  Christopher  Okigbo,  a 
great  poet  who  was  killed  fighting  for 
Biafra  in  the  Nigerian  Civil  War. 


Have  an  apartment  to 
sublet?  Want  lo  give  piano 
lessons?  Need  a  roommate? 
Or  a  job?  etc.  etc. 

Make  il  easy  on  yourself. 
Place  classified  ads  in  THE 
ONYX.  A  dollar  will  buy  one 
inch  or  four  typewritten  lines 
of  space. 

Drop  by  the  office  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  Afro-Instilute 
and  see  Ad  Manager  Ileen 
Dolson,  or  call  437-3141- 


